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Patriot Foundation
Taking care of those left behind.

$10 MILLION
Given in educational scholarships

3000+
Scholarships awarded since 2003



Patriot Foundation Scholarship
Private Funds - the lifeblood of our Foundation
 Funds from individuals, foundations and corporate donors who are devoted and passionate about
 “Taking Care of Those Left Behind”
 
NC Patriot Star Family RECOVERY Program: American Rescue Plan Funds
 The Recovery Scholarship Program is funded through the American Rescue Plan with the goal of 
 remediating the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. This federal program allocated monies to 
 North Carolina, which in turn granted funds to Patriot Foundation. It is a need-based scholarship 
 that includes specific household income requirements. This program will conclude December 2026.

NC Patriot STAR Family Program: North Carolina Recurring Funds
 The Star Scholarship program is funded annually through the NC Legislature and has the same 
 eligibility criteria as the Recovery Program, except it does not have specific household income 
 requirements.



Legislative Purpose (S.L. 2021-180)
“The Patriot Foundation…shall provide for 
scholarships to eligible children and eligible 
spouses..and eligible disabled veterans to attend 
eligible postsecondary institutions…”

Patriot Foundation Mission
“Through scholarships, the Patriot Foundation 
supports the educational goals of qualifying 
disabled Veterans and the family members of 
fallen or disabled Veterans.”

and
Partners in Purpose

North Carolina Patriot Foundation

Patriot Foundation administers scholarships on behalf of North Carolina to help 
North Carolinians attend North Carolina institutions.

Supporting 
Military Service 
& Sacrifice

Making 
North Carolina 

Stronger

Providing a 
Hand Up



Efficiency 
All government funds, Fall 21-Fall 23

Scholarships
$3,545,467 

Admin Exp
$157,215 96%
4%

Expertise
• Partnered with NC SEAA as fiscal agent
• Private database management firm
• Single audit qualified accounting firm
• Professional/Experienced Scholarship Administrator

Oversight and Management
• Contracted with UNC System Office
• Reporting to:

• Joint Legislative Education Oversight Committee
• Senate Appropriations Committee on 
   Education/Higher Education
• House Appropriations Committee on Education
• Fiscal Research Division
• NC PRO 

Maximizing Resources



Community Colleges 15
Private Institutions 46
UNC System 133

Total 194
HBCU 15
UNC-P 9

Fall 2022

Community Colleges 25
Private Institutions 49
UNC System 120

Total 194
HBCU 14
UNC-P 8

Spr 2023

Community Colleges 62
Private Institutions 50
UNC System 213

Total 325
HBCU 23
UNC-P 8

Fall 2023

Serving Our State

Fall 2022

Fall 2023

Spring 2023



Having an Impact. For now . . .

Recovery Recipients
Top Programs of Study:

Healthcare & STEM

Recovery Awards

• Minimal funds returned by schools 
• Students are progressing – anticipate producing 187 degrees
• Emphasis on STEM and Healthcare
• Growth in Recovery program – time bound

FOUNDATION



We have awarded 
Scholarships to families 
of 5 of the 6 branches of
our military.

of all donations are used to
directly fund scholarships96%

FOUNDATION

Patriot Foundation utilizes State, 
Federal and Private funding to provide 
scholarships for the children, spouses, 
active duty and veteran communities.  
The families of our disable service 
members get the meaning of service 
and unfortunately get the meaning of 
sacrifice.

Your support is key to providing those 
post-secondary scholarships.



With the scholarships we have administered 
thus far, recipients have furthered their 
pursuit of education and certification in a 
number of fields, particularly STEM and 
healthcare; these fields are of particular 
importance to NC in the future.  We hope to 
be able to follow these students through to 
completion, and to allow them to enter or 
re-enter the NC work   force armed with vital 
skills, continuing the legacy of service that 
we know their families exemplify. We know 
the demand is there, and we know we can 
identify and serve it on behalf of the State.  



Patriot Foundation was founded in 2003 by Spike and Debbie Smith, with a vision of "Taking Care of Those Left Behind."  9/11 was a recent memory, and the country was in the 
early years of Operation Iraqi Freedom and the War in Afghanistan. 

Initially, a golf tournament was held to benefit soldiers in the Fort Bragg area. Living in the ‘shadow of Bragg’ meant the Smiths were able to see the need these families faced first-hand. 
As time went on, the charity grew from the golf tournament into a fully-fledged nonprofit. The idea to raise money and partner with other organizations who are close to the military 
and veteran populations we serve was the first step in creating the Patriot Foundation it is today. 

Slowly, we have grown from focusing only on Fort Bragg (now Fort Liberty), to supporting multiple military installations and services across the country. This growth has been made 
possible by private individuals, and corporate sponsorships from companies who understand and value the important work we do for the families of wounded, injured, ill, and fallen 
service members. 

Located in Pinehurst NC, Patriot Foundation is a primarily all-volunteer 501(c)(3) non-profit. We are committed to providing post-secondary educational scholarships for the children 
of servicemen and women killed, wounded, injured, or who have become seriously ill defending our Nation.  The best-of-breed non-profit organizations that we support  are fully vet-
ted, so we know the funds are going to the people with the most need.

In 2019, Patriot Foundation forged a private / public relationship with the NC Legislature.  In 2020, the legislature granted us $500,000.  We successfully awarded scholarships to over 
175 students attending North Carolina accredited secondary institutions.  This positive experience prompted a perpetual funding $700,000 recurring monies and a one time grant of 
$10,000,000 via the American Rescue Plan.  

We are grateful to both the NC Senate and House for seeing the value of Patriot Foundation and supporting our North Carolina military and veteran families.

About Patriot Foundation   PatriotFoundation.org

FOUNDATION



Patriot Foundation Leadership   PatriotFoundation.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
BG Ferd Irizarry, USA, Ret. 
Executive Vice President 
Stan Bradshaw
Ed Broyhill
CSM Matt Majuri, USA Ret.
Whit McCrary
LTC Chris Morris, USA Ret.
Bailey Vaughan

BOARD OF ADVISORS
GEN James Lindsay, USA, Ret. 

GEN Buck Kernan, USA, Ret.

GEN Lance Smith, USAF, Ret. 

GEN Curtis Scaparrotti, USA, Ret. 

GEN Dan Allyn, USA, Ret.

GEN Dan McNeill, USA, Ret. 

SEAC John W. Troxell, USA, Ret. 

LTG John R. Vines, USA, Ret.

LTG Mike Ferriter, USA, Ret.

LTG Bennett S. Sacolick, USA, Ret.

LTG Ken Tovo, USA, Ret.

LTG Francis Beaudette, USA, Ret.

MG Zannie Smith, USA, Ret.

MG Chuck Swannack, USA, Ret. 

MG Al Aycock,  USA, Ret.

MajGen Steve Busby, USMC, Ret.

MG Kurt Sonntag, USA, Ret.

MG Mark O’Neil, USA, Ret. 

MG Brian Winski, USA, Ret. 

RDML Cliff Sharpe, USN, Ret.

BG Scott Brower, USA, Ret.

CSM Steven England, USA, Ret. 

CSM Bill Thetford, USA, Ret.

We also remember
GEN Ray Odierno, USA, Ret. (deceased)

for his guidance through the years.

EMERITUS 
Spike Smith - Founder
CAPT Chuck Deleot, USN, Ret. 
Chairman of the Board 
Mike Girimont - Founding Board Member
Vince Nelson - Founding Board Member

OFFICERS 
Kim Gilley
President / CEO
BG Ferd Irizarry, USA, Ret. 
Executive Vice President
Bailey Vaughan 
Treasurer
LTC Vallie Rosner, USA, Ret.
VP Administration

COL Barry Huggins, USA, Ret.
Director NC State Funding
LTC Brian Steele, USA Ret. 
VP Compliance
Tom Deleot
VP Corporate Engagement



Patriot Foundation is an IRS 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization, and has Charitable Solicitation Licenses in 

North Carolina, Tennessee,  Kentucky and Colorado.  
EIN 20-0232968
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BG Ferd Irizarry US Army (R)
Chairman
ferd.irizarry@patriotfoundation.com
(910) 850-5424

Kim Gilley, President
kim.gilley@patriotfoundation.com
(910) 315-9292

COL Barry Huggins US Army (R)
Director NC State Funding
bfhuggins@gmail.com
(253) 576-3177

Ed Broyhill
Board of Directors
ed@broyhill.net

CFC No. 68101


